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RESIDENTS of PUBLIC HOUSING



Greetings from the New Orleans Survivor Council and Residents of Public Housing:

Residents of Public Housing is an organization of public housing residents from the various developments throughout New Orleans. We are assisting our family, friends and neighbors in public housing with returning home and with improving the living conditions and quality of life for those of us who have already returned. We work together with the rest of our community who are not public housing residents through our New Orleans Survivor Council. The Council is made up of people from the poor and working black community of New Orleans and includes low-income homeowners (most of whom are from the Lower Ninth Ward), renters and public housing residents from wards and neighborhoods throughout New Orleans, and immigrants who have been brought into our community to as the new slaves to replace the old slaves. We have also been assisting our family, friends and neighbors with returning home, rebuilding and repairing our community and our lives, and taking charge of our neighborhoods. Our mission is to do for ourselves what the government won’t.

We are reaching out to you about the upcoming Katrina Two-Year Anniversary.  Our community has had several community meetings about what we want to do to commemorate this Katrina Anniversary. At our community meetings we have had public housing residents from Guste, C.J. Peete, Iberville, Lafitte, B.W. Cooper, St. Bernard, Desire, and Scatter Sites, renters from different neighborhoods on the East and West Bank, and low-income homeowners from all over the city.  As a community, we have decided to do a couple of things to commemorate Katrina and we decided to ask for your support, sponsorship, and participation in our Katrina anniversary events.

On August 28, 2007, starting at 12 noon, we have a group of public housing residents who will be occupying the HANO/HUD building on 4100 Touro Street. They will be taking over those offices with a list of public housing units that will be opened before they leave those offices. The group taking the office is made up of residents who live in the units that are being demanded and other residents who live in public housing. Some of the residents whose units are being demanded will not be with the group taking the office because those residents are moving into their units while the others apply pressure at HANO/HUD.

Outside of the Touro Street offices, we are having a "Bring Our People Home" Festival to support the “Take Back” campaign and to support our “Bad Neighbor” Campaign. The Festival is scheduled to run from Noon to 5p.m. At the festival, we will be presenting the 

list of units that the “Take Back” Campaign focuses on getting opened immediately. The units that we have chosen are all units that HANO and HUD are still committed to demolishing and taking away from our public housing community.

We will be presenting our “Bad Neighbor” Campaign as well, which is our effort as a community to seize the blighted properties in our neighborhoods from the government and from these major not-for-profit and for-profit corporations who are holding them. These properties include homes that the government is responsible for maintaining (such as the scatter-site public housing properties), properties owned by major corporations (such as the Kentucky Fried Chicken properties blighting the Lower Ninth Ward neighborhood), and properties taken away from our neighbors by non-profit organizations (such as properties that have been acquired by the Catholic Church and ACORN).  While we have been losing our homes due to blight, the government and its corporate not-for-profit and for-profit partners have been allowed to keep the blighted properties they are responsible for.

On August 29, 2007, we are having our funeral procession and memorial services for those who lost they lives from the public housing community during this Katrina tragedy.  We will be starting our processional and memorial services at the St. Bernard Housing Development at 10 am and doing services at the St. Bernard, Lafitte, B.W. Cooper and Guste, and C.J. Peete. We will also be participating in several other events throughout the city that are receiving major media attention in order to bring attention to our “Take Over” demands and our “Bad Neighbor” campaign.
We know that you may have your own plans for the anniversary.  We know that you may have good ideas for our community and what to do about our suffering. And we want you to come to our community get-togethers and share your ideas with our community so that we can make the best decisions we can for our own welfare.

And if you are a member of our community, if your are a poor and suffering person of color, please join the New Orleans Survivor Council in our effort to take charge of our community. But if you are not the one buried at the bottom of this Katrina tragedy, and if you are not the one whose suffering is being used to make the rich richer, the advocates richer, and the progressives richer, while the poor still get poorer, we want your support for our plans and our leadership of our struggle. In fact, WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.

We have included ways that your assistance is needed with our Katrina Anniversary events. Please assist us and continue to do the good work that you are already doing. 
 

We welcome what you have done to help us, and we welcome, with much greater enthusiasm, all that you can do to help us support ourselves.
 

New Orleans Survivor Council and Residents of Public Housing






